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Briefs in British Education System00

“the Three Rs“ reading, writing and arithmetic

British education system

socialize children with practical skills

rules and values → good citizen

→ contribute to prosperity and economy

when, where, how and what children are taught



UK Gov. 

Local Gov.→ implementing

policies for public education
and state-funded schools

Scottish
Gov.

Northern Ireland 
Executive

Welsh Gov.
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State, Private and Public Schools

government-funded

free of charge

93% 

free to choose

state school

middle-class neighborhood

01



State, Private and Public Schools

fee-paying  

governed by board of governors

independent of many of the regulations and conditions

7%                        18% of 16-year  

once fully dominated by church

private school
/independent

King's School, Canterbury
from 597

King's School, Rochester
from 604

Warwick School 
from 914
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State, Private and Public Schools

kind of private school

once established for poor male scholars

“the sons of decayed gentlemen” 

funded by private foundations, tuition fees, gov. assistance

public school

Winchester College
from 1382
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State, Private and Public Schools

help to build class-conscious code of behavior, speech and appearance

public school set standards for conduct in life

preparing pupils for Oxford and Cambridge
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State, Private and Public Schools

Top —Eton, Harrow, Winchester, Westminster

public school founded by a single benefactor during the late Middle Ages or Renaissance

boarding schools

Harrow School
from 1572

Westminster School
from 1394
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State, Private and Public Schools

– founded in 1440 by King Henry VI

public school - 1,300 pupils, boys aged 13 to 18

- full boarding school;  single-sex school 

Prince William and Harry in Eton
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State, Private and Public Schools

public school

uniform 

broadened curriculum

01



KS-4

Year 10, 11    age 14 to 16

KS-2

Year 3,4,5, 6     age 7 to11

KS-3

Year 7, 8, 9   age 11 to 14  

KS-1 

Year 1, 2     age 5 to 7

Years and Stages to Attend02 age 5-16       full-time    

primary

primary

secondary

secondary



curriculum03
National Curriculum  

CORE

English

Math 

Science 

FOUNDATION 

1                    

Design and 

Technology

Information and 

Communication 

Technology

History

Geography

Art & Design

FOUNDATION  

2

Music

Physical Education

Modern Foreign 

Languages

(KS 3 only )

Citizenship

(KS 3, 4 only)



exams and certificates04

KS 2 
sit the exam 
“11-plus”

KS 4
sit the exam 

“GCSE”

Comprehensive 
or

Grammar 
schools

Further study
AS-level, A-level

or
GNVQs

or
Jobs 
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