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Chinese is now the language with the largest number of native speakers in the world. One

important way in which Chinese differs from western languages is that, instead of letters, it uses

characters. Chinese is the oldest script still in use. In China, people from different regions may

find it difficult to understand each other's dialects, but they have little difficulty in communicating

through written Chinese, because Chinese characters share a common written form. Chinese has

played an important role in uniting the Chinese nation in history. Today, with the rapid growth of

China's economy and the increase in its global influence, a rising number of people from other

countries also start learning Chinese.



